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A study of the concept ‘education’ among undergraduates
Sachiko MURATA
Abstract：Our modern society is accomplishing rapid and radical changes in every scene of
politics, economics, and culture.  Many people believe education is the origin of solutions to all
kinds of problems.  The role of education will become increasingly important. This paper
reports on the concept ‘education’ among undergraduates. The free word association task was
used in this paper.  The subjects were required to provide the meaningfully related words that
come to mind when presented with a stimulus word.  Our knowledge is stored as an organized
network of words or concepts connected to other related concepts via associative pathways.
The responded words were utilized to create lexical association network maps that capture
important properties of ‘education’.  The results suggested that ‘education’ was associated
with ‘school’ and ‘teacher’.  The subjects thought that the school is one of the key places of
education.  They were concerned about scholastic ability decline and problematic student
behavior such as bullying, non-attendance.
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